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BLM Preferred Alternative 
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Resolution of Routing Conflicts in NM 
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Closing out the NEPA Process 

~ рκнтκнлмп ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ IŀƎŜƭ ǘƻ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ WŜǿŜƭƭ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ .[aΩǎ t!w ŀƴŘ 
withdraws DoD opposition if SunZia accommodates the following mitigation commitments: 

1. Hold Harmless agreement; 

2. ah! ǘƻ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ {ǳƴ½ƛŀΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ hϧa ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ²{aw ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎΤ 

3. Micro-siting of tower locations; and 

4. Undergrounding up to three segments accumulating to a total of five miles 

~ Item 1: an agreement creating mutual liability limitations is being negotiated between SunZia and DoD 

~ LǘŜƳǎ н ϧ оΥ ŀ ah! ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ {ǳƴ½ƛŀ ŀƴŘ ²{aw ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǳƴ½ƛŀΩǎ 
construction and O&M schedule with WSMR testing performed in the NEA 

~ Item 4: BLM is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) to analyze the environmental impacts of 
constructing 5 miles of 500 kV underground facilities, in three segments 

~ The EA is expected to be released for a 30-day public comment period during mid-November 

~ A ROD is expected from BLM by February 27, 2015 
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Project Conception to Operation 
12 Years + 

~ Concept emerges in regional planning  late 2006 

~ Sponsors sign MOA  April 2008 

~ Submit BLM SF-299 ROW Application Sept 2008 

~ Initiate Scoping  May 2009 

~ Draft EIS   May 2012 

~ Final EIS   June 2013 

~ Environmental Assessment Q4 2014 

~ Record of Decision  Q1 2015 

~ State permits  Q4 2015 

~ Financial Close  2015 

~ Final Design, ROW Acquisition,         2016-2017 
Procurement, Construction 

~ COD   2018 

 

Pre-Permitting 
2 years 

Federal Permitting 
6 years (estimate)  

State Permitting 
1 year (estimate) 

MILESTONE DATE DURATION 
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Changes to the SunZia Plan of Service 

Included in the Original Plan of Service: 

 

~ Loop {ǳƴ½ƛŀΩǎ рлл ƪ± ƭƛƴŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ a new SunZia South 500 kV Substation and 
include up to two 500/345 kV transformers to interconnect SunZia to Path 47 
 

Modified Plan of Service: 
 

~ Eliminate interconnection to Path 47 at SunZia South 500 kV substation as 
requested by Path 47 Operator (EPE) by avoiding 500/345 kV transformation 
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SunZia Conceptual One-Line Diagrams 

Original Plan of Service 

February 22, 2011 

Modified Plan of Service 

September 25, 2014 
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WECC 3-Phase Rating Re-Study Process 

 
~ March 2011: WECC granted SunZia a 3,000 MW Accepted Rating for two 500 kV AC lines 

~ September 2013: tŀǘƘ пт ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ {ǳƴ½ƛŀΩǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ 
Path 47   

~ November 14, 2013: SunZia PRG Meeting #1 

~ February 13, 2014: SunZia PRG Meeting #2 

~ June 20, 2014: SunZia PRG Meeting #3 

~ August 8, 2014: Final SunZia Path Rating Re-Study Report issued to PRG reconfirming original path 
rating 

~ August 22, 2014: Comments Due Final Re-Study Report 

~ October 16, 2014: Motion and Ballot to approve the Final Re-Study Report issued to PRG 

~ November 14, 2014: Close of PRG voting period 

~ Next step is to submit the Final Re-Study Report and PRG Voting Results to WECC PCC 
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